





































































































f WE RECEIVED \ 
/ A NOTICE FROM ' 
/ THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ABOUT 
THAT INCIDENT 
V THE OTHER DAY, 
\ ARAMAKI. / 
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7 WAS ~ 
THERE ANY 
OTHER 
CHOICE 
THIS TIME, 
.THOUGH? 


f IT'S ONLY 
HUMAN TO 
THINK THERE 
MIGHT HAVE 

V BEEN.... / 


YEP, THAT'S 
RIGHT, SONNY- 
WHEN THE RUSSIAN 
SUPER-CRUISER 
P/ROSHK/ ENGAGED 
US THAT TIME, I 
FIGGERED I WAS A 
GONER FOR SURE...! 
BwA HA Ha' 


WHERE THE \ 
HELL HAVE YOU 
BEEN ?! YOU 
WERE SUPPOSED 
TO BE GUARDING, 
ME! A 


f CHECK N 
.—( OUT THIS 
C \ OLD FELLER 
/U. WE...UH... WE 
^ FOUND IN A 
o \ GARBAGE / 
^ V DUMP! / 


( HEY, \ 
YOU'VE \ 
' TOLD US 
THE SAME 
STORY 
249 TIMES 
ALREADY, 

, YA OLD 
A FART! . 


















\CHINES ARE DEPOSITED UNIFORMLY. 



7l)KAY, mr/\ 
' SOMA...WE'RE' 
INJECTING 
SEVERAL CLUS¬ 
TERS OF MICRO¬ 
MACHINE B 
PARTS INTO THE 
LATERAL AND 
POSTERIOR AS¬ 
PECTS OF YOUR, 

Vbrain ...y 


' FEEL 
ANY PAIN 
AROUND 
THE BRAIN, 
. HON? 


NOTE'TME BRAIN ITSELF CANNOT FEEL PAN. 


IMPELLED BY VAN DER WAALS'FORCES, 
^ SEVENTY PERCENT OF THE B PARTS 
^3 WILL UNDERGO REVERSIBLE ADSORP- 
[V] TION AT THE SITE WHERE WE INJECTED 
yr\ THE A PARTS EARLIER, WITHIN MICRO- 
SECONDS, THEY WILL SYNTHESIZE 

B|Ta polymers, undergo ionic bonding, 

KBfiiikAND ANCHOR THEMSELVES.... 


WHY'D YA THINK I 
ASKED FOR SOME 
GODDAMN PAIN¬ 
KILLERS?! 


IF THE PATTERN 
CONTROL IS TOO 
TIGHT, THE SYSTEM 
WON'T WORK OPTI¬ 
MALLY. IT REQUIRES 
THAT A CERTAIN 
AMOUNT OF SLACK 
\BE BUILT IN, SIR! 


SO HOW 
ABOUT A 
REFUND ON 
THE OTHER 
THIRTY PER- 
fk CENT?!/* 


AREN'T 


YOU GOING 


TO REMOVE 


THE OLD 




MACHINES? 
























^ NEXT WE USE ^ 
A MAGNETIC YOKE 
TO ADJUST THE 
MATRIX SETTINGS 
SO THAT THE 
MICROMACHINES 
AT EACH COOR¬ 
DINATE PROPERLY 
NETWORK WITH 
THE SERVER 
GRAFTED TO YOUR. 
OCCIPITAL...^ 


y II lAKfcb ^ 
' TIME, SINCE 1 
THE NUMBER OF 
SCAN LINES IN¬ 
CREASES RELATIVE 
TO THE SIZE OF 
\ THE MICRO- / 

Kjmachines.^x. 


THIS WAY, MICROMACHINES 1 

THAT HAVE PERMEATED T 
BRAIN CAN BOTH SEND 
AND RECEIVE SIGNALS ON j 
THE BRAIN CONDITION 
AND THE DISTRIBUTION A 
OF ELECTRICAL SIG¬ 
NALS... SENSA¬ 
TIONS ARE 
SHARED WITH 
THE SENSORY 
NERVES.. 


J.. THOUGHTS AND MEMORIES 

I ARE SOMEWHAT DIFFICULT TO 
TRANSMIT DUE TO 
INDIVIDUAL VARIATIONS IN 
SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION AND 
SPECIFICIMAGING. ASA 
RESULT, THE SYSTEM IS SET 
flTO USE BOTH LANGUAGE AND 
VISUAL PERCEPTION 
^LINGUISTIC FIELDS ARE USED 
FOR THE ON/OFF 
I R? FUNCTION IN BOTH 
* - 1 CYBERBRAINS. 




...I'M ' 

ALREADY 
SYNCHIN' 
FINE WITH 
WHAT I 
WANTED TO 
NET WITH. 






























I SHOULD 
BE BACK 
BY AFTER¬ 
NOON, 
DEAR... 


HOKAY. 


7 JUDGIN' BY^m 
YER GET-UP, IT N 
LOOKS LIKE YER 
EITHER OFF TO A 
SECRET INQUIRY, 
OR THERE'S A 
VETS MEETING AT 
l YOUR CLUB.. 


SECTION " 
NINE IS 
TOO DAMN 
. TIGHT. , 


DON'T WANT 
TO RUIN OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SILLY 
SPECULATION, 
vDO YOU? , 






































































































THERE ARE TIGHT 


WELL, FRANKLY, Y 

LT. COMMANDER \ 
SANTOS-I'D SAY \ 
THAT RATHER 
THAN TRYING TO 
DESTROY ALL THE 
TERRORIST GROUPS, 
WE OUGHT TO LET 
THEM SURVIVE SO 
WE CAN CONTROL 
THEM. ^ 


LINKS BETWEEN THE 
MILITARY, DRUG DEAL¬ 
ERS, TERRORISTS,THE 
UNDERWORLD, AND 
V CORRUPT POLICE IN 
MY COUNTRY... 
AND A LOT OF 
PEOPLE GET 
OUT OF 
, vV CONTROL. 


SOUNDS 
LIKE SOME¬ 
THING OUT 
OF A SPY 
. NOVEL. 


YOU'D BE 
PARTIALLY 
RECOG¬ 
NIZING 
THEIR 
POWER. 


CHIEF... 
WE'VE GOT 
A CONFIRMED 
ZERO-8 AT 
KUSANAGI'S. 
CODE CIS COM¬ 
PLETED; CODE B 
ONGOING, j 


-AND 
TELL ALL 
PERSONNEL 
TO STAND 
BY ON RED! 
BATOU AND 
I'LL HEAD 
TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 


IT'S 

RESULTS 
WE'RE INTER¬ 
ESTED IN, 
NOT 

. IDEALS. 


I WANT 
ALL AIR¬ 
FIELDS AND 
PORTS WITH¬ 
IN A 50- 
MILE RADIUS 
SEALED OFF! 
CALL THE 
AGENCY- / 


INSTRUC¬ 

TIONS, 

SIR? 
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AND ON THE 
OTHER SIDE 
OF THE DOOR 
THERE'RE BODY 
FRAGMENTS, 
SCREWS, AND 
NAILS... THE 


THE MAJOR'S 
OKAY, RIGHT? 
LOOKS LIKE THIS 
BLAST WAS 
JUST INTENDED 
AS A WARNING, 
SO I FIGURE SHE 
HAD TIME TO 














_ YOU THINK 
Z IT WAS THE 
SAME PERSON 
I THINK IT 
MAJOR? 
i*j! 
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THERE'S SOME \ 

STUPID RULE, f Jrh 

^ - ; 

B 

TOGUSA'sV^f soo^ 
«°e°f 

UPFOUofj\ 


hU f " || 

ygjfl 

DON'T BE AN\ • t f 1 WANT 

IDIOT! WE'RE f ' ^ A -St YOU TO 

GOING FISHING ) - J START 

AND I NEED L~ Z , < SNOOP- 

YOUTOBE r ^ < fBk |NG 

THE BAIT! / ^ 

Hf 
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HEY, I SAW ONE 
OF THOSE AT A 
WEAPONS SHOW 
ONCE! IT'S A 
GERMAN "THINK 
TANK" ‘ 



GET ME 
SUPER¬ 
INTENDENT 
MIYAZAKI OF 
THE SDF S 
SPECIAL 
WEAPONS 
SECTION 


V SAITO, I WANT 
YOU TO FIND OUT 
HOW MANY OF 
THOSE "THINK 
TANKS" WERE 
MANUFACTURED, 
WHO THEY WERE 
SOLD TO,AND 
IF ANY WERE 
EVER STOLEN... 
DOUBLE QUICK' 
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ANACONDA 
THE DRUG LORD? 
THE "GHOST 
OF SOUTH 
.AMERICA"...? 


WE HAD 
MADE A DEAL 
IN EXCHANGE 
FOR MAJOR 


LET ME GUESS--HE WAS 
IGNORED BY THE BENTEN 
FAMILY, SO OUT OF SPITE 
HE'S TRYING TO SELL INFOR¬ 
MATION ON ANACONDA, 
WHOM HE DEALS WITH... 
AND IF HE CAN MAKE A 
DEAL WITH SECTION ONE, 
HE THINKS HE CAN GET 
KUSANAGI,TOO...? 
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WHEN I 
TOLD HIM WE'D 
BACK-TRACED 
THE TANK TO S-l, 
HE "VOLUN¬ 
TEERED" THE 
INFORMATION. 


































I WAS 

WEARING MY 
UNIFORM THIS 
MORNING, RIGHT? 
WELL, I WAS 
REALLY ON MY 
WAY TO HAVE A 
DRINK WITH THE 
MINISTER FOR 
PUBLIC SECURITY 
OF A CERTAIN 
-x NATION... f' 


HERE'S 

U HOPING THE \ 
F ANACONDA M 
[ASSASSINATION OP 
[ WAS A TOTAL 
\ success; y 


THE HEAD OF 

SECURITY'S 
JECTION ONE 
RECAAINS iN 
CRnicflV. foHO'TujH 
AFTER HAVING 
BEEN HU BY A 
Hn-AND-RVN / 
DRIVER. TH'S // 
EVENING... / 


r HEY, > 
POPS! 
HERE'S THE 
KEYS, 

, OKAY? . 


'motor 

POOL 


SOMA PROBABLY 
APPROACHED THE 
BENTEN FAMILY TO 
GET INFORMATION THAT 
HE THOUGHT WOULD 
WORK AS BAIT WITH 


I BET 
HE NEVER 
REALLY 
KNEW 

ANACONDA-- 


THAT'S TRUE-- 
WE'RE LETTING 
THE REALLY 
BIG FISH GET 
AWAY!! 

































HATE IT ' 
WHEN IT 
RAINS... 


MtGOTtCH SOW INC. 


IT'S SUCH AN 
EMPTY SOUND, 
PIERCING MY 
PROSTHETIC 
BODY AND 
SHROUDING 
MY GHOST... - 


COME ON--1 
LET'S GO! 
WHAT ARE YOU 
\ STANDING 
Ik AROUND 
K GAWKING 
■Ul —. FOR ?! J 



GOOD- 1 



i.:A I YOU'RE HERE. 

I "MEGA- 3 


I WANT YOU\ 

1 TECH MJEl 


TO SEARCH 1 

f BODY 

M* 1 "* 

JEjFM this 1 

INC., lZTV' 


'7P5 P\ SECTION 1 

\ R&D"...? P™ K 


V FIRST! J 

L , a 

/7 !* 








r IT'S A 1 
MILITARY 1 
MODEL, WITH! 
THE SAME TOP' 
I SECRET CLAS-/ 
SIFICATION^ 
L AS YOU 
I FOLKS.^^ 


f .BUT TWO HOURS 
AGO, ONE OF THE 
MANUFACTURING 
CELLS BEGAN 
AUTONOMOUSLY 
ASSEMBLING 
INDIVIDUAL PARTS 
INTO A FULL 
k ROBOT^-ffl 


MEGA¬ 
TECH 
DEVELOPS 
A VARIETY 
OF 

CYBORG 

PARTS... 


FIVE MINUTES 


T BATOU'S 
SET UP A 
DRAGNET IN 
THE AREA AND 
IS SEARCHING, 
l FOR IT RIGHTi 
L. NOW. M 


AGO-JUST TWO 
MINUTES BEFORE 
WE GOT HERE— 
THE ROBOT WAS 
COMPLETED AND, 
IMMEDIATELY >5 
FLED. 


IT IF IT'S THE V 
|i WORK OF A 1 
IJ HACKER, HE OR 
SHE HAS GOT 
W TO BE PRETTY 
1 GOOD TO GET 
7 THROUGH 
A THEIR ATTACK J 
~\ BARRIER. A 


A AH, MR. 
ARAMAKI... 
THANK 
YOU SO 
MUCH FOR 
RETRIEVING 
OUR //— 
ROBOT! y ' 


THAT'S A 
3D IMAGE 
OF THE 
FUGITIVE 
v ROBOT. . 


HANDS OFF! 
SHE'S ONE 
OF MINE... 
GOVERNMENT 
L PROPERTY! A 
















' YOU KNOW 
THAT DRUGGED- 
OUT KID YOU 
FOUND IN A 
STATION 
WAGON?! i 
TAKE HER IN, : 

JUST TO If 
BE SAFE. . 


WHAT?! ^ 
YOU CAN 
TELL IF SHE'S 
A ROBOT 
L BY THE 
V WEIGHT, 
i/g^STUPID! 


IT'S 

GOTTA BE 
AROUND 
HERE! KEEP 
YOUR EYES 
PEELED! 


1 ' 

4\j- 

n 


jjpft 



i tj 






k " 


u\ 


-St J V A 

. y> 

JKT 

r "vl 

Wo:' 


—: ’ s. j Sm 

'•i’j i 

fe 5 3 ki 


j 
















YEAH, YOU COULF' 

SAY THAT, FROM 
THE RESPONSE. OF 
COURSE IT'D BE IM¬ 
POSSIBLE TO PROVE 
l WITHOUT FIRST 
\ MAPPING THE 
\ BARRIER LIMITS 
\ AND DOING 
^ \ A BRAIN 
\ DIVE... . 


SO IN OTHER 
WORDS, THE 
ROBOT'S GOT 
A GHOST 
BARRIER IN 
\ ITS CYBER- 

I on AIM 


BRAIN... 

RIGHT? 


JUST AS I 
THOUGHT... 
THE BODY'S 
. ACTIVA- 
W TED. 






































MIGHT BE A TRAP, 
BUT WE'LL NEVER 
KNOW UNLESS WE 
DIVE. WE COULD 
SWITCH THE BODY 
AND SEE WHAT 
HAPPENS, OF / 
v COURSE... J 


WELL? 
WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK? 



.AND GIVEN THE 


T SO YER > 
SAYING THE 
MACHINING 
CELL WANTED 
OFFSPRING 
) SO BAD IT 
' DECIDED TO I 
. MAKE ITS I 
V OWN? A 


STILL, 
HEY, EVEN 
PLASTIC 
DOLLS 
SOME¬ 
TIMES , 
SEEM TO / 
HAVE / 
SOUL S...L& 


' NO, I \ 
DON'T 
THINK 
THE CELL'S 
CAPABLE 
OF THAT, i 


I NUMBER OF NEURO- 
MED DEVICES THAT 
THE MACHINING CELL 
CRAMMED INTO THE 
'BOT, IT WOULDN'T 
y REALLY SURPRISE ME 
\ IF THERE WAS SOME 
A SORT OF GHOST IN 
THERE, TOO. 


COME 

ON/ 

YOU'VE 

GOTTA 


NO! 

‘ HONEST! 
SERIOUSLY! 


KIDDING! 
















































BATOU! WE'VE SEALED 
OFF ALL NETS THAT 
DEAL WITH SECRETS 
OF THE MEGATECH 
BARRIER CLASS. I WANT 
YOU TO DOUBLE¬ 
CHECK TO SEE IF 
THEY'RE FUNCTION- 
INGORNOT! ^ 


CHIEF, A \\ 
MR. NAKAMURA 
FROM THE FOR¬ 
EIGN MINISTRY | 
IS HERE TO I 
l SEE YOU. J 


I'LL RECON¬ 
STRUCT THE BAR¬ 
RIER MAZE MYSELF. 
WE'RE GOING TO TRY 
DIVING INTO OUR 
ROBOT" TOMOR¬ 
ROW, RIGHT? 















...AND, IN 
EXCHANGE, 
YOU FOLKS--THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
HRU*-- WILL 
HAVE THIS CASE 
TAKEN OFF 
k YOUR HANDS. 


I'M HERE X 
TO COLLECT 
THE "GUTS" 
OF THE , 
ROBOT... / 


I'VE GOT 
A SIGNED 
ORDER 
FROM THE 
FOREIGN 
MINISTER., 


TREATY 

COUNCILOR FROM 
THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, OTHER¬ 
WISE KNOWN AS 
NAKAMURA, HEAD 
OF PUBLIC SECURITY, 
V SECTION SIX. 


THEY \ 
SPECIALIZE IN ' 
EVERYTHING OUT 
OF COUNTRY. 
WHEN SECTION 
NINE WORKS 
ABROAD, WE , 
i HAVE TO NOTIFY / 


' HAD TO 
PAY THEM 
A VISIT 
MYSELF 
v IN MAY. 
















































SO YOU HAD 
THE PUPPETEER 
DUB HIMSELF 
AND THEN 
KILLED OFF THE 
ORIGINAL? j 


...AND, AS A RESULT, 
WE WERE FINALLY ABLE 
TO CREATE A SPECIAL 
ANTI-PUPPETEER 
ATTACK BARRIER, 
AND SET HIM UP SO 
HE'D INFILTRATE A 
, SPECIAL BODY. 
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-1 ■ V/- M--- 7 - 

BATOU! V " f- I'M HEADED 

LOCA- vjvi jjJm f FORSHIN- 
TION? I HAMA STATION 

wsjBr 

THEY SWITCHED CARS flf SO HO IV DO 
RIGHT AWAY AND ARE f YOU THINK 
USING A WHITE St THEY'RE 

MERCEDES NOW. IT'S J|| TRANSPORT- 
PROBABLYSTOLEN, jr! ING THE 

BUT I'M RUNNING A ; \ PUPPETEER? j 
CHECK ON THE ! V*— - 

LICENSE AN YWAY ' ^ J 


42 =% 
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I'VE PUT ONE 
TRANSMITTER 
ON NAKAMURA, 
AND THREE ON 
THE PUPPETEER. 
AND THAT'S 
JUST FOR ACT 


...AND FOR SOME 
REASON THE PUPPETEER 
RAN INTO US, IN SECTION 
NINE. AND THEN WHEN 
HE CLAIMED ASYLUM AS 
A LIFE-FORM, S-6KID- 
i NAPPED HIM USING SOME 
L DIRTY TRICKS... 


/ S-6 DID? 

' EVEN THOUGH WE 
WOULD HAVE JUST 
HANDED HIM OVER 
AFTER TAKING A 
\ DEPOSITION? 


HQ, CONTACT 
SHINHAMA INTER¬ 
NATIONAL AIRPORT 
AND PUT A HOLD 
ON ALL FLIGHTS 
CARRYING AMERI¬ 
CAN DIPLOMATS OR 
i FOREIGN MINISTRY /, 
It PERSONNEL! M 


NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT. 

BATOU'S ON THE 
TAIL OF THE 
PROOF RIGHT 
NOW, BUT IT 

LOOKS LIKE THEYl 
USED 2902 I 
OPTO-CAM... / 


f -..MAYBE OUR 
TAKING A DEPO¬ 
SITION WOULD'VE 
BEEN A PROB- 























SKYFLOOR 
SHOULD CLEAR 
IN TWO HOURS; 
GEOFLOOR IN 
THREE. 


THE NEXT 
UPDATE 
WILL BE 
MADE IN 
TWENTY 
.MINUTES. 


GOOD THING \ 
THE PUPPETEER \ 
DIDN'T START 
TO BLAB AS I 
SOON AS HE / 
CAME INTO 
CONTACT \ 
~\WITH S-9.J 


NO...HE 
WOULDN'T 
TALK AS 
LONG AS 
HE STILL 
HAD A 
CHANCE OF 
v ESCAPE. / 


SHOULD \ 
WE PUT OUT 
A COVER 
STORY THAT 
HE WAS 
BEHIND THE 
ATTACK ON/ 


SOMETHING \ 
BOTHERS ME 
ABOUT THE 
WAY ARAMAKI 
REACTED WHEN 
WE BROKE IN... 

IT WASN'T / 
v LIKE HIM. / 


AND \ 
BEFORE THAT, \ 
HEAD FOR \ 
"BED" NUMBER 
EIGHT... i 
WE'LL CHANGE l 
CLOTHES AND m 
CARS. A 












'.Wl IHt'.V 

V t' 


1 I JUST STOLE A CAR 
' FROM THE KUSUNOKI 
BUILDING PARKING LOT IN 
NORTH SHINHAMA, WARD 
SIX, SO COVER FOR ME 
WITH THE POLICE, OKAY? 
L OVER AND OUT. 


BATOU. 


BATOU 

«®-' / COpVI 
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ALL RIGHT, TEAM... 
LISTEN CLOSELY. I 
DON'T WANT ANY¬ 
ONE KILLED. WE 
WANT TO PROVE 
THE S-6 CONNEC¬ 
TION, AND GET 
COMPENSATION 
FOR THE DAMAGE 
THEY DID AT HO-- 
v UNDERSTAND?^ 


BATOU! 
MOVE 
TO YOUR 


|5 'V-/ i 

D FUCHt- 
Uf.KOMA...? 









































Il* 
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I HIP THE RECORP? 

IB6 PAY? AGO IN THE 
CENTRAL MEMORY 
FIELD OF NEUTRON INC. 

, IF CONTACT? WITH ME 
| ARE PELAYEP FOR ANY 
REAFON, THERECORP? 
WILL AUTOMATICALLY 
BE TRANFMITTEPTO jr 
FECTION NINE, 


till ll ^ OO YOl 1 HAVF 

OUTPUT'S 

mmrr^^MuF names of specific 

DROPPING BELOW 

-Jilt COMPANIES AND 

MEASURABLE 

individuals who 

THRESHOLD! 

£ HAVE INCREASED 

RECALL MAJOR 

- THEIR POINTS IN 

KUSANAGI! 

\ %THATRECORD? 

A I 






^THERE'S A FLATTENING 

W- OF THE PROSTHETIC 
W BODY SIGNAL. IT'S 
j: ABOUT TO WHITE-OUT. 
6 YOU'VE GOT TO COM- 
%' PENS ATE ENOUGH TO 
INCREASE AUTONO¬ 
MOUS OUTPUT! A 

r 

5HT. 
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f PAIRS OF THESE 
t THINGS ARE RE- 
* VOLVING IN OPPO- 
SITE DIRECTIONS, 
a AND WHERE THEY 
CONVERGE THEY'RE 
5 \ BEING GENER- 
r ATED AND THEN 
BRANCHING ONE 

mL after the 


THESE \w 
AREN'T 
REALLY K 
CANCELING I 
Oi/r... * 
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THAT'S WHAT ONE 
OF THE TOP PEOPLE 
IN THE UNION SAID, 
NAKAMURA, BUT IT 
WON'T HAPPEN.... 


THEY'LL HAVE 
TO CONSIDER 
THE EFFECT 
ON FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, AS 


THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER RE¬ 
TIRES FROM ILL 
HEALTH, AND IS 
DELETED FROM 
THE SOWA 
ASSOCIATION / 
. MEMBERSHIP/ 
\ LIST, y 


' AND YOU, 
YOU SON 
OF A BITCH, 
HAVE AN 
EXTENSIVE 
INQUIRY TO 
LOOK FOR- 
yWARD TO. 


I'M NOT 
LIKE YOU 
SCUM. , 


’ NO, 
ARAMAKI- 
YOU 
V ARE. 


IS S-9 
GOING 
TO TAKE 
x OVER? 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
PROJECT 
2501? / 


/ ...YOU'VE 
BEEN FIGHT¬ 
ING WITH 
TANKS AND 
GUNS. THAT'S 
v THE ONLY 
\ DIFFER- 

-X ence. 


WE'VE BEEN 
COMBATING 
THE DARK 
FORCES OF 
THIS WORLD 
WITH THE 
PUPPETEER 
, AND 
\MONEY... / 


NO. I'VE 
BEEN FIGHTING 
CRIMINALS-- 
YOU'VE BEEN 
FIGHTING 
POWER, NOT 
CRIMINALS. 


TAKE 

HIM 

AWAY. 





























































DON'T FORGET 
Y-3'S WAITING 
AT THE END OF 
THE GUIDE 
CABLE. . 


' DON'T REEL 
IT IN UNTIL 
IVEGOT CON¬ 
FIRMATION, 
S OKAY? , 


NEVER 

MIND... 


I SENSED 
\HtS PRESENCE 
►AGAIN... 


...THE 

PUPPETEER. 



















'deliver 

i 'EM, 


HAVE 

DRIVED. 


COPIED. 
HANG ONI 











SURVEIL¬ 
LANCE, HQ- 
, BEGINNING.. 

NOW - A 
































































SHIT!! 


THAT 

WAS 

HIM/ 






































& ttwltl 


WELL, 
THAT'S 
JUST ' 

DANDY/ 


SO NOW HOW > 
ARE WE SUPPOSED/ 
TO INTERROGATE 
HIM, LET HIM ESCAPE, 
1 AND TRACK HIM 
\ BACK TO HIS ( 
1 HIDEOUT? / 


HMPH... 

IS THAT 
ALL YOU'VE 
FOUND?! 

A REMOTE 
STUFFED A 

I WITH I 

\gerte k?J 


























SO WE START 
OUT TRACKING A 
HANDGUN, AND 
WIND UP WITH 
DRUGS, MONEY, 
AN ASSASSI¬ 
NATION SQUAD, 
AND THE WHOLE , 
\ MIDDLE EAST / 
\ MESS, EH? A 


' LIKE USING 
A MINNOW 
, FOR BAIT AND 
\ REELING IN A 
V SHARK, YOU 
\. THINK? 
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DAMN 
FOREIGN 
MINISTRY'S 
GONE 
AUTISTIC 
ON US EVER 
SINCE THAT 
AFFAIR 
. WITH THE ( 
l PUPPETEER .) 


WELL, ALL 
WE KNOW 
IS IT WASN'T 
THE ASSAS- 
k SINATION 


THEY WERE 
PLANNING TO 
USE SECTION 
SIX TO GUARD 
THE TRADE 
TREATY DELIBER¬ 
ATIONS WITH 
v ISRAEL NEXT 
WEEK. 














































AS FAR AS \ 
THE VIDEO IS \ 
CONCERNED, 
IT DOESN'T 
SHOW THE 
KID PUTTING 
HIS HAND ON 
THE GUN, OR 
EVEN THE GUN 
^ ITSELF... ( 


WAS 

IT 

WORTH 
IT TO 
.YOU? 


WE'VE 

COMPLETED 
THE PROCE¬ 
DURES SO WE 
CAN SUBMIT 
y^THEGUN^y 


7 ARAMAKI, 

THE MEDIA'LL 
SQUAWK ABOUT 
THIS BEING A 
GOVERNMENT 
COVER-UP. THE 
PUBLIC LIKES THAT 
. SORT OF STUFF, 
\ YOU KNOW, v 


WHO WAS 
DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED. 


WHAT?/ > 
YOU'RE TELLING V 
ME TO GIVE UP > 
ONE OF MY MOST r 
TALENTED PEOPLE? i 
SOMEONE MORE / 
PRECIOUS THAN C 
AN ESPER?/r\ 


AND I'D 
LOSE HER 
ENTIRE 
INFONET, 


...BUT OTHER 
THAN THAT, IT 
SHOULDN'T BE 
HARD TO JUSTIFY 
THE OP AND GET 
THE INVESTIGATORY 
COMMITTEE TO 
UNDERSTAND THE . 
V SITUATION. A 













ipr 


WITH THE HELP 
OF A DIFFICULT 
TRADE AGREE¬ 
MENT, THEY'LL 
\ BE ABLE TO 
\GET REVENGE 
ONS-9. 


IF WE REVEAL 
THE SYRIAN 
ASSASSINATION 
PLOT, PUBLIC 
SUPPORT WILL 
LEAN TOWARD 
ISRAEL. 


THROW THE MASS 
MEDIA THIS BONE. 
THE PUBLIC'LL BE 
CONVINCED THEY 
WERE RIGHT ALL 
ALONG AND LOVE IT, 
AND SECTION NINE 
v WILL DODGE THE 
K BULLET. / 


IF YOU 1 
DON'T WANT TO \ 
SEE PARLIAMENT ' 
PASS A LAW 
RESTRICTING THE 
SPECIAL FORCES, 
YOU'VE GOT TO 
ACCEPT THE IDEA 
OF HER BEING 
CHARGED WITH 
MANSLAUGHTER / 
\ IN THE LINE OF A 
DUTY. / 
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THE WHOLE 
THING'S A SETUP, % 
TOGUSA. BUT 
NOW IT'S NOT 
SO IMPORTANT 
FOR US TO USE 
THE SYRIAN 
CARD WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, 
ANYMORE... 



RIGHT. 

WHY SHOULD 
THEY JUST BLOW 
YOU UP WHEN 
THEY'RE AIMING 
FORA DIFFERENT 
TARGET? ‘ 


SHAPIRO 
TRIPPED LIKE 
THAT TO 
HELP US AND 
DEFEND THE 
INTERESTS OF 
THE SOVIET 
UNION. 
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f ANOTHER , 
COUPLE OF \ 
STEPS AND MY 
INORGANIC . 
LUNGS WOULD' 
HAVE BREATHED 
V FIRE- 


SO YER I//VTALENTED, 
WVLUCKY, AND WITH¬ 
OUT ANYTHING TO 
SHOW FOR IT ALL, EH’ 


YER COLLAR¬ 
BONE, EH? 


IF SHE 
HADN'T 
COVERED 
ME, I'D BE 
5. SIX FEET 
SUNDER BY 


YO! TOGUSA! 
MY MAIN MAN 
YA TRIPPED 
AND BUSTED 
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THE MIDEAST 
SECTION OF 
THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY'S 
PLANNING 
TO FILE A 
PROTEST 
USING THE 
PLEA GIVEN IN 
_ THE DIET, a 


THEY'RE 

TEAMING UP WITH 
THE OPPOSITION 
PARTIES, AND 
| THREATENING TO 
\ DESTROY THE 
L\ CREDIBILITY OF 
l THE CABINET. / 


f WE 1 
NEED TO 
KNOW 
WHAT 
YOUR 
STRATEGY 


ANY AGENT WHO 
RUNS FROM A COURT 
OF LAW SHOULD BE 
1 BROUGHT BACK IN 
X BY SECTION NINE! 



















COURSE 
I KNEW. 
HELL, I 
HELPED 
SET IT 
UP THIS 
k WAY. , 


ACCORDING^ 
TO A NOTE 
LEFT HERE 
FOR US 
BY THE 
MAJOR, 
SHE'S 

KIDNAPPED 
MUDOUIWA. J 


I'M 

AT THE 
STUDIO 
OF CHEV 
MUDOUMA, 
l THE FACE 
\ ARTIST. 


FIGURED 

YOU 

KNEW WE 
WERE 
TAILING , 
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CAREFUL, 
BATOU. IT 
MIGHT BE 
>, A TRAP. 





















I START TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
A TRAP, DON'T 
. YOU AGREE? y 


BATOU, IF 
YOU WEREN'T 
c A LITTLE 
% SKITTISH.... 


EXACTLY THE \ WOULDN'T BE 
INSTANT WHEN J ALIVE TODAY, 

















MAJOR! N 

THE SILICON AND 
ACRYLIC STUFF... 

EVEN THE 
OPTICAL FIBERS ' 
. ARE ROTTING!! , 


WELL, SHOWS AT LEAST 
HOW LOOSE THE THEY USE 
ANTI-FUNGAL HIGH- 

TESTS ARE QUALITY 

ON BLACK- PARTS IN 

MARKET PART SECTION 

„ COATINGS. s \ /y NINE... 

fa (fHki . • "Un"' '0JIJB1 i)"'* 


THAT'S ENOUGH 
BUSINESS. I'M 
FOLLOWING 
MY GHOST- 
INTUITION AND 
PULLING A 
STRATEGIC 
v RETREAT 




















I KNOW IT'S A LOW ' 
PROBABILITY, BATOU, 
BUT THE SOUND YOU 
HEARD UPSTAIRS MAY 
BE FROM PEOPLE WHO 
JUST ACCIDENTALLY , 
. APPEARED ON THE / 


THAT'S A TERM 


f I UNDER- 
: STAND THE 
CONCEPT, BUT \ 
I'VE NEVER I 
; SEEN IT IN 
ACTION. , 


THAT EMERGED 
FROM THE IN- j 
TERFACEOF J 
MORALITY 

and yA\ 

REALITY |K| 


EVERYTHING 
YOU THINK' 
WE'LL NEED 
i AND GET 
I READY!! 














WELL, YOU START 
THINKING OF A 
GOOD "THANK-YOU" 
SPEECH,'CAUSE I'M 
GONNA GET YOU 
THE BEST DAMN 
PROSTHETIC BODY 
YOU EVER HAD. I'M 
GONNA BECOME A 
MURDERER FOR YOU, 

r-'r— BflirhMOTOKO... 


7 I'M GOING ! 
' INTO AUTISTIC . 
MODE TO SAVE 
POWER... WAKEi 
ME UP WITH 
, CODE ELEVEN, 
OKAY? | 


HERE'S 

J HOPING MY 
r BATTERY 
LASTS’...I 


MAY BE 
A SECRET 
ENTRANCE 
NEXT 
TO THE 
DOOR... v 





































THEN, 

IF ONE IS 
DESTROYED 
FOR SOME 
REASON, 
THE OTHER 
CONTINUES 
■ TO SURVIVE. 


TOTAIKINDS/SPECIE5-2- 


T0TAL=2 r 


NUMBER* LEVELx> LEVEL* 


THE VALUES DFn AND m 
APPEAR TD CONTINUE 
INFINITELY, BUT WE DON'T 
KNOW FOR CERTAIN. THERE 
APPEARS TO BE SOME RELA¬ 
TIONSHIP TO AN EXPLOSIVE 
\ CHAIN-REACTION-LIKE 
1, BIRTH OF UNIVERSES, 
k BUT WE 5HOULP LIMIT 
Wk. OUR DISCUSSION TO 
mSk THE SINGLE UNIVERSE 
fcj-G THAT CONTAINS 


ONE IS % 
TO MAKE 2 
A COPY. J 

"if': 


THE OTHER POSSIBILITY IS TO 
ESTABLISH AN INTERNAL , 
DIVISION OF LABOR-TO J 
SUBDIVIDE AND BECOME ] 
MULTI-FUNCTIONAL, AND • 
THUS BE CAPABLE OF . 
SURVIVING A VARIETY y 
OF CATASTROPHICy 
SITUATIONS. . y \s~K 


...JUST AS LIFE 
: HAS EVOLVED 
i FROM SINGLE- 
I FUNCTION, 
- SINGLE-CELL 
! STRUCTURES 
\ TOMULTI- 
* FUNCTION, 
*4 MULTI-CELL 

■ ‘*V STRUC- 
. J TURES. 


50 THE COPIES I 
GENERATE MORE f 
COPIES, ANP THE \\\ 
MORE THEY \\ 
INCREASE, THE | 
LESS THE CHANCE ) 

OF CATASTROPHE../ 


y///i // 

DO®o©( 

■/// / 


/ EVENTUALLY 
/ A PARALLEL, 
tMULTI-LAYEREP 

C UNIVERSE- 

% \ IMAGE 
J V WOULD BE 

'■g^v 

ioY) 

ii V tX 

DCOG® 

[ IV w w 

>0GQOG 

|; \ \ \ \ 


FROM 5GUT TO \ / CELLS ANP 

BOSONS ANP \\ / ORGANISMS IN 

FERMI0N5... GRAVITY \ \ INDIVIPUAL 

AND A STRONG MUTUAL \ LIFE FORMS,.. 

INTERACTION, ETCETERA, A SGUT \ MULTIPLE 
CONTINUALLY DIVIDE... / ■ \ 5PECIE5 

COMPONENTS CREATING J /v \ IN ECD- 
PR0T0N5 ANP M ^SYSTEMS 

NUCLEI creating 

“ - ATDM5 -/i. ■■ m'm : , 

LEVEl^W^' ■ " ■* ■ 

, , , I \ I V t ^ 

■ - - -S 

Y ■■ Hi ■■■■■■ M U ■■ 

’ /* 

nlln ° y =i m u a n ■■ S ■ ■ 

■■ ■■ M * » ■■ II UlINHIU 

IUUUWWU 










1/ "HARDENING OF THE 
i SYSTEM",.. ON THE 
SURFACE, "ENTROPY" 
f, WOULP 5EEM TO REPRE¬ 
SENT A TYPE OF "STABIL¬ 
ITY," BUT IN "SYSTEMS 
WHERE THERE 15 LITTLE 
CHANGE AND LITTLE 
FLUX" THERE IS ACTUALLY 
AN INCREASED POSSI¬ 
BILITY OF catastrophe. 

. SUCH 5Y5TEM5 ARE, 
ijk THEREFORE, TRULY 

UNSTABLE... 4 


CONVERSELY, THE 
, MORE ONE DE- 
I SCENDS INTO THE 
INFINITESIMAL 
LEVEL, THE MORE 
| INDETERMINATE 
THINGS BECOME 
W, (THEY ARE STILL 
^INDETERMINATE 

m at the level 
OF THE INPI 
^VviPUALJ 





























Always seeking greater 

B i. ANP GREATER 
E, IT CONTINUES 
D IN COMPLEXITY 
MVER5ITY, ANP 
1ETIME5 IT 
\BANPONS 
THINGS... 


THE BRAIN THE FACT FACT THAT 

NET GROWS CELLS OUT5IPE THEY PIE 1 

IN COMPLEX- THE BRAIN T ,HEY ERASE VAST T 

ITY BUT HA5 METABOLIZE AMOUNTS OF L 


IN COMPLEX- the BRAIN 16 
ITY BUT HA5 METABOLIZE 
A PELETE/ DAILY, ANP /VS 
FORGET WHILE BEING XX 
FUNCTION. REBORN ARE CCX 
AGING... tvXT 


CXXCf THEY ERASE VAST 
AMOUNTS OF 
XOSCwO EXPERIENTIAL 
INFORMATION, 
6Xcc6‘ 1 LEAVING ONLY 
GENES ANP 

X^^f^CXwEMES... 


ill iill jiii iiiiiiiHmin nil ■111111111111111' 


...THESE THINGS 
ARE ALL THE 
RESULT OF A 
"HAPPENING " 
OF THE SYSTEM. 
IT’5 A PEFEN5E 
MECHANISM 
AGAINST A 
CATASTROPHIC 
v ENP. i 




WELL, IF YOU 
WANT TO TALK THOSE IN A 

ABOUT DDOPANP ...WHAT RELIGIOUS 

EVIL, ALTHOUGH I HAVE MOPE MERELY 
THE PETAIL5 ARE TOLPYOU CDNPONE 

OUTSIPE THE EXPLAINS, EVIL BY 

SCOPE OF THIS IN RELIDIDU5 CALLING IT 

, 5UBJECT... TERMS, WHY A "TRIAL" OR 
v COP P0E5 NOT "TRAINING. " 

PE5TROY 
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SO YOU'RE 
JUST LIKE A FORM M 

OF CANCER, THEN, * 
AREN'T YOU ? i 
MAYBE THAT'S 
WHAT ALL | 

INTELLIGENCE 


BUT AT ANY 
RATE, GIVEN 
WHAT I'VE TOLP 
YOU, I NOW 
HAVE A SMALL /, 
FAVOR TO M 

A5H. 


ri£ after fusing, 

IT 5HOULP BE 
’*• IMPOSSIBLE 
5§&i| FOR US TO 
/ • \ RECOGNIZE 
' EACH 

/a .-/VOTHER.,. 




















HMPH...SEEMs\ 

LIKE YOU'RE “ 
THE ONLY I 
ONEWHO'D ? 
BENEFIT FROM 
THIS. 


ANY GUARANTEE '<£ 2 ?, Mr 
THAT I WOULDN'T f? GUARANTEE 
BE INADVERTENTLY \Z I COULD 
ASSISTING SOME sS CONTINUE 
WILD ROBOT PLAN : 

TO WIPE OUT . ' 


| TO BE ME?. 




I KNEW YOU'D 
EVENTUALLY AGREE, 
BUT NOT IN 1/25th 
THE TIME I HAP 
ESTIMATED... I'LL 
HAVE TO REVISE MY / 
OPINION OF YOU, 
KUSANAGI. 


I'VE GOT 
ONE QUESTION 
BEFORE WE FUSE, 
THOUGH. WHY DID 
YOU CHOOSE ME? 



"KARMIC rOUVE 
CONNEC- READ A 
TION" ° DICTION- 
ARY OF 
*0 BUDDHISM 
'% ON THE 
NET? lt $ 
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YO, ' 
STUPID! 


...HEY, 

YOU 

AWAKE ? 


WHUPS, WAIT 
A SEC—YER EYE¬ 
BALLS ARE STILL 
L IN SPASM... Jt 


WHO SAID \ 
"STUPID"...? 
L BATOU? 


I WANT 1 
A FULL EX¬ 
PLANATION 
OF WHAT'S 
GOING ON 
AND A 
MIRROR. / 


FEEL 1 
BETTER 
NOW? 
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